Chapter Three

Illegal, Legal Theft

Extortion & Official Oppression

Unless Maine law is very different from that in the rest of the United States of  America, the owners who were forced to sign over their animals or end up dying from lack of income to keep themselves and their families alive, cannot be held to the documents they signed.

Dr. Hahnel, Veterinarian

Litchfield, Maine
Dr. Fraser (veterinarian for the State) told Dr. Hahnel that if she refused to sign over her animals to agents, the State would NEVER give back her veterinary license.

Agents took upwards of $25,000 worth of clinic medical supplies.  Why?  They had already pulled her license to practice.  Who was given the medicines?

Dr. Hahnel was taken from her home/clinic in handcuffs and was driven to the hospital.  The agents purposely discriminated against Dr. Hahnel because she is handicapped.  They were hoping the hospital would give them fuel for their false charges, but the hospital found nothing wrong with Dr. Hahnel, and she was released.

Agents took Dr. Hahnel’s service dog.  The service dog is protected under the Americans With Disabilities Act.

As a result of the corrupt agents, Dr. Hahnel lost her practice, lost her home, and lost all of her savings.

Dr. Hahnel currently has no income. 

As an aside, many people at Clark’s Livestock Auction in Skowhegan told me that Dr. Hahnel is an excellent veterinarian who charged reasonable prices.  She made house calls; something that few veterinarians are willing to do these days.

Merle’s Kennel

Hudson, Maine

Fraser threatened criminal charges plus said the owner would NEVER get his kennel license back if he did not sign over his animals.

Agents took $50,000 plus worth of dogs whose lifetime earnings would have ranged into the millions of dollars.  The owner raised and sold purebred dogs.

Agents took approximately $10,000 worth of veterinary medical supplies.  Why?  Who was given these supplies?

Merle has no income without his license and his dogs.

If you viewed the dogs taken from Merle’s Kennel on television, you noted how fat and bright-eyed they all were.  The owner’s dogs and kennel had been veterinarian checked.  The dogs had all their shots and were healthy and clean.  Why the plea for public donations to take care of half dead animals that did not exist?

Mr. & Mrs. Kennedy

Old Town, Maine

Fraser threatened Mr. Kennedy with criminal charges and told him he would NEVER get back his livestock license if he did not sign over his animals - - including those owned by his wife.  Kennedy was a reputable livestock dealer for 45 years.

Agents brought in bulldozers and dug up Kennedy’s land looking for animal skeletons.  They packed his chickens into open wire cages in freezing conditions, put the cages into an open pickup truck and drove the chickens two hours in the cold.  The chickens had to be put down.  Agents blamed Kennedy saying he had sick chickens.  Agents hit his animals repeatedly while trying to load them.  They claimed there were dead chickens but when the bodies were checked, the carcasses were actually the remains of chicken dinners as the flesh still on the bones was cooked!  Agents stole Kennedy’s cages.

Mrs. Kennedy’s animals consisted of registered, prize-winning goats. Agents housed one pregnant goat in such a narrow stall that when she gave birth to twins, the babies died because the mother did not have room to lay down to nurse them – a clear case of animal cruelty by the agents.  There are thousands of goat owners in Maine, but crooked agents trucked these registered goats to GEORGIA at a cost of $400.  Why?  Who made money?

Kennedy was fined $1,000 in court and was told he could NEVER own any animal either domestic or farm – this despite signing over his animals after the threat from Fraser.  

Kennedy has no income.

Carol Murphy

New Sharon, Maine

Atwood (refreshing change from Fraser) threatened to change the false civil charges to criminal if I did not sign over my animals.  

I told Atwood that the Komondor that Nadeau and Baumgarten wanted did not belong to me.  Atwood seized that dog along with seven other animals WITHOUT benefit of court paperwork.  In fact though he has been a dog officer for over 15 years, he told the court:  “I did not know that I needed paperwork to take them.”  What a crock.  He thought I would not tell the court about the animals being taken because he thought I was as crooked as he.  Unfortunately for Atwood, I was not trying to hide these animals.  I was simply trying to get my day in court before the dirty agents did another illegal seizure.  I was the one who told the court the animals had been taken.

District Attorney Robinson called Walter McKee (lawyer) and asked if I would give permission to allow the State to neuter my sugar gliders because they were breeding like rabbits.  The people Judge Cote gave my sugar gliders to did not even have the common sense to separate males from females.  Any eight-year-old farm boy could have told them that.

Agents took big animal cages, water bottles and nesting boxes.  Why?  These items were not on the warrant.

Carl Tosier

Litchfield, Maine
Tosier’s German Shepherd dogs were taken in the Dr. Hahnel seizure even though the dogs did not belong to Dr. Hahnel.

Tosier was told to sign over his dogs to the agents.  He told them, “Up yours”.

Tosier said his sixteen purebred puppies were already adopted out BEFORE he went to court. 

Melinda Piche

Topsfield, Maine

Piche is a single mother.  She owned approximately 10 purebred sled dogs.  Piche belongs to the Sled Dog Club and trained and raced her dogs.

At the Animal Possession Hearing, Piche’s veterinarian testified that there was nothing wrong with any of the dogs.

Agents sent the Department of Human Services into Piche’s home to try to take away her children.  No charges were filed against Piche relative to the children or the animals.

The State took her animals.
Jaclyn Hager

Topsfield, Maine

Hagar lived on Piche’s property.  As with Tosier and Mrs. Kennedy (see above) she was simply on the premises.  Her dogs were taken by the State.  No charges were filed against Hager.  Hagar owned 8 adult purebred dogs and had 12 puppies.
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